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DELIBERATION. 


H E Houſe of — having met, agree- 

ably to their adjournment laſt month, prayers 
having been read by the B p of L , the 
C—— took his ſeat as Speaker; when the D— 
of R aroſe, and ſpoke as follows: 


My L—s, 


A ſevere indiſpoſition hindered 
me from attending my duty with your L — 
before your late receſs. I could not but with the 
utmoſt concern, feel myſelf attacked by a diſorder, 
at a period ſo critical and alarming; when the 
very exiſtence of this ſtate ſeemed to be tottering, 
and had the ſtrongeſt appearances of its total 
diſſolution. Thank heaven, I am once more 

able 
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CT 3 
able to appear again in this auguſt aſſembly ! But 
I muſt do juſtice to my own feeling by declaring, 
that my abſence has filled me with the moſt poignant 
grief: Many meaſures have been propoſed, and 
carried into execution, which I would have 
oppoled with all my poor abilities but retroſpect 
is now in vain, Let me longer loſe time, but call 
your attention to an object of the greateſt conſe- 
quence to us, as a maratime power. I do now, 
on this early day, make a motion, That an addreſs 
be preſented to his M———, deſiring that he 
will give proper directions to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the A—- , to give into this 
Houie a liſt of the R— Navy, with an account 
of what different ſtations they are now upon; allo 
an account of what ſtores are at preſent in the 
magazines and ſtore. houſes at our Dock Yards ; 
likewiſe an account of what ſhips are now building, 


' repairing, &c, &c. when they will be ready for 


ſa; allo what proſpect there is that we ſhall be 
able to man ſuch ſhips, now that our commerce 
is annihilated, and the Weſt India trade of France 
is carried to the higheſt pitch ever known; as 
may be proved by the triumphant return of their 
Merchantmen to their ports, whilſt our are become 
a prey to their Men of War and Privateers. 


Nothing 


4-4 


Nothing but the pureſt patriotiſm ſuggeſts this 
motion. Have I any patrimony to preſerve in 
that country? Did I enjoy any title under that 
Prince? Did any of my Predeceſſors draw their 
firſt breath in that climate ? Were any of them 
ever brought into this country by their ſeducive 
charms, to captivate a doating, enervated K—g, 
to betray his own country to its greateſt enemy 
and antagoniſt ? Did ever any of my race recieve 
benefits from the Crown, to the prejudice of the 
People? Does the poor, contemptable ſum I 
receive from one of the almoſt indiſpenſible neceſ. 
faries of life, any way effect the lower claſs of 
mankind, and render even indigence ſtil] more 
griping? Did not I, when a principal Officer of 
State, act with the greateſt coolneſs and judgment? 
did not I treat every perſon that had buſineſs to 
tranſatt with me, with complacency, affability and 
politeneſs? When in that ſtation, had I the 
effrontery to inſult the Prince on the Throne? 
If T am acquitted to you, as my conſcience 
acquits myſelf, I muſt be happy. 


But have I nothing to be reproached with ? 
It may be ſaid I have ambition, I plead guilty 
to the charge. I have ambition, great ambition ; 
but of what kind is it? Why of the nobleſt ſort ; 
an ambition to ferve my country, without fee or 


reward. 
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reward. Have I not often pledged myſelf, that 
I am ready whenever called upon, to accept any 
office his M ſhall appoint me to, on theſe 
terms? Can there be a ftronger proof of my 
diſintereſted than, this? I cannot help wiſhing 
for ſuch an event, to convince you how much I 
have the welfare and real intereſt of theſe King- 
doms at heart; and that 1 ſhall be ready, when 
called upon, to ſpill every drop of my blood in 
its defence. Has not my condutt clearly demon- 
ftrated ſuch to be my ſentiments? Have I not 
from the firſt eſtabliſhment of the Militia on its 
preſent footing, attended minutely to the proper 
training to arms, that they might be ready when 
called upon, to act with honour to themſelyes, as 


| Engliſhmen ? Did I not, in the preſent year, by 


inuring them by former ſervices; draw them 
together to att with peace and unanimity as one 
man? Are thele triflng ſervices, that claim no 
reward ?—Yes, there 1s a great, a glorious reward 
in view, which fires my foul! For on a day when, 
harraſſed and oppreſſed with cares for Britain's 
glory, ſleep ſtole upon my ſenſes, in G—d—'s 
ihady bower, three viſionary ſprites appeared, 


and faid, or ſeemed to ſay, All hail, R—d!— 


a fecond, All hail, Noble L— x ! the third, 
All hail, K g that ſhalt be! But, my 
— 


© 


- ds, I deviate from my firſt motion, which I 
pope will be ſeconded; and acquaint your L—ps, 
A have more of the ſame nature to make, when 


is is properly diſcuſſed, which I now offer to 
our conſideration. 


D. of B My L—, I riſe to ſecond the 

otion made by the Noble D, and have only 
o add that, as an amendment, I ſhould recome 
nend to your L ps, that, in building our Men 
f War, great attention ſhould be given, that the 
ern poſts are of prime timber, and firmly fixed ; 
pr I have known, for want of this, many ſhips 
ave been in danger of being loſt : I muſt there- 
dre recommend, that great attention 1s paid to 
ern- poſts. 


* 


E— 18S h. As I have the honour to pre- 
We at that Board, from whence the information 
Moved for, and ſeconded by the N— D —, 


8 
3 
x {t be drawn ; I can't defer a minute, to declare 
your L——ps, that I ſhall oppoſe the motion, 
F 1 d give my reaſons in very few words. Not to 


-j ps time, my reaſons are, 


e up your L 
That it would be very impolitic to enter into ſuch 
detail, and to have it produced, and read in 
; ublic at this juncture: Such intelligence is what 
3 ir enemies now want, and it would be giving 
| B them 


ee. 


1 


them a ſword to plunge into our own bowels, If | 
ſhould live long enough to ſee a general peace 
eſtabliſhed, and which I moſt ardently deſire, as 3 
much as any L in this houſe, I then thall be 
ready to produce any, or ali the papers, that has 3 
ever paſſed through my hands officially; and with I 


to have my conduct, whilſt I have preſided at Pſy 4 + 
A My Board. examined by the ſevereſt ſcru. | 
tiny. I am conſcious, my L ds of having 
done my duty; and to have diſcharged the truſt | * 
I am honoured with by my P e, to the TH 
advancing of his glory, and the general benefit | 5 
of my fcilow tubjects. | 
E—! S—I—ne. I do not much wonder, my-| 2 
L—d:, that the Noble L—d who ſpoke laſt mould D 
endeavour, by every ſtratagem, to conceal from | 4 
vour L——ps, all information that ought to come F 
from the Board at which he preſides; convinced ; os 
of his not having paid that attention to the duties 3 ns 
of his ollice, that he ſhould have done; and, per- 4 4 
haps, at laſt, ſatisfied in himſelf, that, when he '& 
took the great taſk of the ſuperintendence of the | ah 
grand Bulwark of the Nation, he thought it a1 
matter of much leſs weight, than he now finds it; Nee 
and it is ſtill encreaſing. I much fear it will at it. 
laſt prove an Atlas, and cruſh him to atoms. Great  : 


experience, great attention, great application, 1s 
required, 


. 


W required, to fill the Noble L d's place, in a 
f ; proper manner : It ſhould allo, my L ds, be 
directed by a man who has had the greateſt expe- 
8 | 1 rience on that element, on which thoſe are to act, 
4 cho recieve their orders from him. Indeed. 1 
3 muſt ſay, I could wiſh to fee ſome of our oldeſt 
land ableſt Admirals, at the Board: They muſt be 
Juppoſed to have much greater inſight into naval 
Gs 1 atters, than any gentleman not bred the fea, 
8 
1ſt 
he : 
fit 1 


Beſides, by employing them in this manner, it 
'ould call the younger admirals into action, and 
give a ſpur and emulation amongſt the Captains 
o exert theinſelves on all occafions againſt the 
enemy, in order to be noted at the next promotion. 
hope, my L— ds, I ſhall live to lee the day 
1d hen this will be done; as I muſt confeſs, I think 
We: f t the beſt means to promote a general thirſt of 
el Flory, amongſt all ranks in the Navy. If we are 
ad q ow to be deprived of ſuch papers as we defire 
om the A 
2 F- e can procure them, I promile the Noble 1— 

W ihail not forget that the inveſtigation he wiſhes 


Board, when the ume comes that 


les 


ne 
; Or 12 „. 
ne er, {hall take place. 
0 4 Let me draw your L— ps attention to another 
it 


Feat object, in our preſent diſtreſſed and forlorn 
tuation, Where, my L- ds, are the ſupplies to 
de tound, to carry on the prelent very expenuve 
= oe. War 


1 


War we are embarked in? My L- ds, you muſt | 
be ſenſible that it will be an impoſſibility to raiſe ö 
a ſum any way adequate to the demands that will 
be made, to ſupport our preſent eſtabliſhment of : 
the Navy, and Army. Where are they to come 1 
from, now our commerce is entirely ruined ? Let 
us, my L—ds, before we embark farther in this | 
deſtruttive and horrid buſinefs, look round us a 
little, and examine from whence the reſources are 
to be drawn, to ſupply this fooliſh, mad and þ 
thoughlleſs determination of the M——y. 


Let us for a moment turn our eyes to the 

prelent commercial intereſt of this once flouriſhing | 
empire; in what ſtate is the E— I-— Company; 
is it not my L—<s in the moſt alarming and | 
ruinous one? Have any of their ſhips arrived , 
ſale to this country? Are they now ſending 3 | 
out the uſual number they generally do annually ? 4 
But in how much more alarming predicament are 
their concerns in India, Is it not Madrals at this 1 
very inſtant beſieged by the French? And is it not 
probable it will fall the firſt victim, to the rage n ' 
our enemies, and be followed by all the ather | 4 
valuable poſſeſſions they have in that part of the I 
world? Are not the revenue they receive from the 
Natives there by treaties with the Nabobs; almoſt | 8 
aunnhilated? From what hidden ſtores are that | 


Comperry 
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Company to draw forth the amazing ſums, they 
are to furniſh Government with, for the renewal 
of their Charter, or towards the Supplies 
for the current year? Let us now, my L ds, 
turn ourſelves to view the Weſt Indi-s. Are not 
the Merchants in that branch of trade, all in very 
precarious circumſtances? Have any of their very 
jarge and rich fleets arrived in Great Britain or 
Ireland ? and what have the commodities they 
have imported, produced ? Have they defrayed 
freight and inſurance only ? But enough of this 
lamentable ſubject! But permit me, my L—ds 
to drop one tear to the manes of American Com. 
merce : But on this theme words are vain ; and 
what I feel within my breaſt, cannot be painted, 


Let ſilence tell the reſt. 


I have been, my L- d upbraided with my 
attachment to Diſſenters, becauſe I have ſhewn 
ſome marks of attention to two gentlemen who 
would adorn any ett or party: One of whom has 
demonſtrated very clearly to all the World, that 
this Kingdom 1s totally unable to ſupport a War 
with America alone, much more when they were 
aſſiſted by France. Has he not irrefragably proved 
that we are abſolutely in a ſtate of Bankruptcy , 
and that without the moſt ſpeedy and efiettuay 
efforts, Britannia muſt ſhortly give up her laſt 

breath ? 


/ 
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breath? Does not ſuch a Patriot as this deſerve 
a Statue to be erected to his merit? Would to 
God it were in my power to do it in ſuch a manner 
that it might plainly appear to be a teſtimony of 
national gratitude to a Financier! whole abilities 
have railed his fame higher than that of Sully, 
Colbert, Law, or the preſent Primier. My other 
worthy friend, who honours me with his conver, 
tion, has abilities; although I muſt own that 
I think his late Diſſertation on Spirit or Mat- 
ter, are rather dealing with edge tools ; and that 
he thines with more diſtinguiſhed luſtre, when he 
inveitigates the properties of Air, or adjuſting 
a point of Grammar, There is another genileman 
now abroad in a neigbouring State, that would 
make a great and glorious triumvirate : But, alas, 
his virtues will not permit him to reſide among 
us. 


L. S er, Although the Noble L—d who 
ſpoke laſt, poſſeſſes the power of painting charac- 
ters in ilriking colours; this time, I think, his 
* p has rather deviated from the probable : 
tor I have theſatisfaction to acquaint your L ps 
that the ſupplies for the preſent year, are not ſo 
enormous, but that the Miniſter has ali eady had 
Oilers of a larger ſum than will be wanted for the 
curremt year. 


L. E. 


5 

L. ELI, ] muſt confeſs, my L- ds, I 
expected to have had more information from the 
Noble E—— who ſpoke laſt, I flattered myſelf 
that he would have particularly confuted the many 
aſſertions the Noble Ei who delivered his ſenti- 
ments ſo freely on our national diſgrace, and moſt 
wretched deſperate ſituation, by which military 
honours cannot be obtained by men of noble prin- 
ciples. I once flattered myſelf, that I ſhouid have 
made a conſiderable figure in that line; for which 
reaſon I ſacrificed caſe and pleaſure, to ſeek dan- 
ger amidſt the ſtorms of the Frigid Zone. But 
I mult now reluctantly ſay, 


Farewell the neighing ſteed, and the ſhrill trump, 
The ſpirit- ſtirring drum, th' ear-ptercing lite, 
The royal banner, and all quality, 

Pride, Pomp, and circumſtance of glorious war! 


3 n. The Noble E- l who ſpoke lat, muſt 
much regret the occaſion he has loſt, of diſplaying 
his talents, in a line wherein it is not to be doubted 

ut he would have ſhone with g:eat eclat : Bur as 
his oppotition to Government aroſe in the firſt place 
from a difference of ſentiment, with refpect to the 
meaſures adopted regarding America; ſo now we 
ſhould expect they would ſubſide, as the ancient 


and inveterate ene my of theſe kingdoms has thrown 
or 
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off the maſk, and mean to ſtab this country in its 
vitals, through the fide of America. | ſhall now, 
therefore, hope to hear his L—p will ſoon be in 
action, againſt our infidious, perfidious enemy the 
French; and, ſhould the Spaniard chooſe to join 
his aſſiſtance to them and the Americans, againſt 
this country, I ſhall hope to ſee the atchievements 
of the Noble E — wrought in tapeſtry, to be 
hung up as an ornament in this Houſe, when thoſe 
noble exploits performed by his great anceſtor, 
ſhall be, by time, in want of a ſucceſſion, ſupplied 
by a family, always diſtinguiſhed by faithfulneſs 
and loyalty to their Sovereigns. 


D. of G n. The Noble L— to whom I 
anſwer in reply, I know to be very well verſed in 
hiſtorical Facts; therefore his L——p muſt well 
know, that the iiluſtrious Princeſs who employed 
the great anceſtor of the L—d alluded to, and by 
whoſe courage and ſkill the Spaniſh Armada was 
rendered abortive, was an excellent judge of men 
and things. Nor was my illuſtrious Anceſtor, from 
whom I boaſt to deſcend, inferior to her in many 
reipects. She had her favorites, Leiceſter, Eſſex, 
Montjoy, Raleigh: So had he; Gwin, Querovaille, 
Villers. It muſt be acknowledged ſhe did not 
enlarge her dominions; but did the diminith them, 
the did not ſell Dunkirk; but the pre ſerved Calais? 


She 


[7 

Ske did not ſhut up the Exchequer ; but ſhe always 
found one in her ſubjects pockets. I did once, 
myſelf, think I was capable to rule that ſtupendous 
machine — I eſſayed it — I found it too heavy ſor 
my thoulders — And, I reſigned it. Since which, 
at my leiſure hours, I have had time to reflect on 
what paſſed during my Adminiftration; and I am 
not aſhamed to own, that I feel infinite regret for 
the part that I then took, with regard to the con- 
duct of this Country to its Colonies. I do not think 
it a ſhame for any man to confeſs an error. I acted 
at that time from what I thought the intereſt of my 
Country. I have fince had additional light thrown 
on my mind I can't kick againſt the pricks—I 
muſt obey the dictates of conſeience.— And I look 
upon it as the beſt proof a man can give of his 
underſtanding, to acknowledge a miſtake of his 
judgment, 


E. G—r. I muſt acquieſce with ths Noble D— 
that nothing does more honour to a man's under- 
ſtanding, than an open confeſſion of any error of 
judgment. The difpute of this Country with its 
Colonies, ſhould have been weighed with great 
jud ment and deliberation ; an.l I muſt declare it 
as my opiuion, if the firſt duties an ſtamys laid 
on America, had been proſecuted with a proper 
degree of vigour and ſpirit, ſeconded by a firmneſs 
T at 


1 16 ] 


at home, we ſhould not have experienced the diſ- 
agreeable conteſt, we are now engaged in; and if 
proper meaſures had been adopted, under his G- e's 
adminiftration, we might, in ali probability, have 
been ſpared the trouble cf entering on ſo unpleafing 
a ſubject this day. 


B. of P h. I riſe with the greateſt reluctance 
to deliver my ſentiments in this days debate, but 
humanity, and every tie that diſtinguiſhes the 
Chriſtian religion, calls me up. I feel, I feel, 
agonizing at every pore, for the intereſt of the 
religion I profeſs. What, then, muſt I ſuffer, 
when the pageantry of Popery is introduced by 
AQ of P t, into any part of the Britiſh domi- 
nions! The leaſt indulgence to Popery, may be 
attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. There. 
fore I muſt declare myſelf againſt the leaſt approach 
to the idolatry of the Romiſh church. As to our 
dear brethren, the natives of America, they have 
always approved themſelves true and firm pro- 
teſtants : Witneſs, in the laſt century, when they 
firft ſettled in New England; with what mildneſs 
and elemency did they treat the inoffenfive poor 
Quakers, that fled from perſecution, to find a poor 
| hovel, and ſcrip of ground among them; how 
did their bowels yearn with ſimpathetic feelings 


lor common ſufferings, I dread the effuſion of 
blood. 


1 1 


blood. My ſoul pants for peace, as the roe after 
the water brooks. But, where is it to be found ? 
Not in the ſanguinary methods you propoſe, 
Withdraw your army and troops, from our dear 
brethren in affliction. Send to them the Olive 
B:anch, or Aaron's Rod: If you ſend the latter, 
perhaps by mild perſuation, and unaffected elo- 
quenee, they may deign to receive your Meſ- 
ſenger. If my poor ſervices may hope for an 
acceptance, I ſhall, with pleaſure, be the meſſenger 
of this Golden Branch. I anticipate the happy 
moment when, ſurrounded with crouds of men, 
unuſed to all the diſagreeable offices of low life, 
will hail the angel of peace—that blefſed moment 
of peace, when Fiſhers of Cod and Whales will 
be converted to fiſhers of Men ; and I ſhall lead 
them on to a full enjoyment of curing Salt Fiſh, 
and curing Whale Oil. 


I would now, my L— ds, deveſt myſelf of 
my Mitre and Crozier, to join in a Cruiſade, in 
{o laudable an undertaking, We were, my L—ds 
of this Bench, originally Fiſhermen : Let us not 
be aſhamed of our firſt origin: Let us, my L—ds, 
bring it back to its primitive inſtitution, and ſhew 
all the World we are not aſhamed to own from 
whence we ſprung. For my own part, I lee the 
futility of all the World holds in eſtimation ; and 
C 2 mal! 
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ſhall be ready to reſign all power and influence, 
when the good of my country demands it. 


B. of L n. I am happy to find ſo much 
public virtue yet exiſting in this Country. Was 


|. there ever a more ſhining proof of it, even in 
. the Roman Senate? A Reverend Member of this 1 
Bench, offers to reſign all his emoluments, for the 1 


Public. O glorious Patriotiſm! How does the 
great idea ſtrike my ſoul! Oh, unexampled inſtance 
of magnanimity! What may we not in time hope 4 
ſor; when the law goeth forth from Sion, and | 
peace and righteouſneſs from Jeruialem ! But, 
amidſt the laudable zeal the Rev. L—d expiefles 
for our American brethren, I hope he will not be 
leſs attentive to the tender conſciences of our 
brethreu at hame ; and that he will endeavour to 
procure a redreſs of what may be alleviated among 
ourſelves. I hope he will not refuſe to join, in a 


- * - - fe .- 
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Reform of our Liturgy, and Articles of Reiigion; 'Y 
and if a Subſcription is neceſſary, let it be formed 

from Scripture only, For my own part I muſt 1 
confeſs, that I am of Chillingworth's Opinion. — 3 


The Bible alone is the Religion of Proteſtants, 


B. of S. A—, It muſt be allowed, my L- ds, 6 
that I have been at leaſt conſiſtent in my conduct, | 
and opinion, with regard to America: Although |} 

I now | 


E 

I: now much fear, that the ideas adopted with 
reſpe& to that ſubject, were taken up without a 
proper thorough examination: But as it has ever 
been the rule of our ſacred Funttion, never to 
give up a claim that they could ſupport, it muſt 
appear that I have not deviated from the general 
condutt of my brethren, 


L. C-——. Before I preſided in this Houſe, 
my conduct, for many years, has all tended to 
dhe ſupport of the preſen M- y, independent 
ol the moluments I enjoyed under Government. 
My line of conduct was the reſult of my private 
opinion, in which I ſhall perſevere: And I now 
declare that, was I in this Houſe, without any 
appointment from his M y, I ſhould act and 
ſpeak in the manner I do at preſent; for I truſt 
that every man that knows me, believes I att from 
principle, and not from any views of intereſt or 


Party. 


D. of R ., I have not the leaſt doubt of 
3 the difintereſtednefs of the Noble L that ſpoke 
8 laſt : Bu: alas, my L—ds, whilſt we are debating 
here, we are undone as a Nation : Our manu- 
facturers are ſtarving ; our landed eſtates are of 
no value; Commerce is deſtroyed. I have now 
in my hands a letter addreſſed to the Premier, 
proving that we loſe annually half a Million of 

money, 
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money, only by the Newfoundland trade ; and 
other branches of trade are in the ſame predica- 
ment: Pen fin, my L—ds, we are an undone 
people. What groan is that! 

Angels and miniſters of grace defend us! 

Be thou a ſpirit of health, or goblin damn'd2 

Thou com'ſt in ſuch a queſtionable ſhape, 

That I will ſpeak to thee. 

Let me not burſt in ignorance, but tell 

Why thy canomz'd bones, hearſed in death, 

Have burſt their cearments? Why thy ſepulchre, 
. Hath op'd his ponderous and marble jaws, 

To caſt thee up again. 
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Ghoſt of L— Sms, 


But that I am forbid, 

I could a tale unfold, whoſe lighteſt word 

Would harrow up thy foul, freeze thy young 
blood ; 

But this eternal blazon muſt not be, 


Nothing but the love of my country could have 
induced me to apply to Pluto, for permiſſion to 
reviſit this ſpot; in which I preſided, I may ſay 
without vanity, with ſome degree of reputation, 
My ſpirit now enjoys peace and happinels in the 
Liynan fields; and I have the ſatisfaction of con- 
verling wich Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, Cato, 
Cicero, and the noble band of lawgivers and 

| | : late linen, 


L--00-:4 


ſtateſmen, that have adorned ancient and modern 
tines, I am now permitted to appear, toequeſt 
your L——ps would drop all intereſted and party 
attachments; and that you would join with unani- 
mity, to advance the glory and reputation of your 
native country: For, my L— ds, it is a truth, 


That a Kingdom divided in itlelf cannot ſtand, 
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